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The Senate dedicated a serious 

amount of floor time to the debate of 
Iraq policy this year. The debate was, 
of course, earnest and sometimes in-
formative. Amendments have been of-
fered and votes were taken on issues 
related to the war. Yet while the de-
bates demonstrated a strong and sin-
cere desire among Members to success-
fully conclude operations in Iraq as 
quickly as possible, there remains no 
broad consensus on any particular al-
ternative to the policy currently advo-
cated by the President or Ambassador 
Crocker or General Petraeus. 

Let’s be honest, that policy has pro-
duced undeniable successes in recent 
months. I am sure deeply felt disagree-
ments remain on the subject of Iraq 
policy. But we have tens of thousands 
of American men and women who are 
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan, per-
forming missions assigned to them by 
our Government and with the blessing 
of Congress at the outset. Those men 
and women need the resources to suc-
ceed. To try to change American policy 
in Iraq by slowly starving our troops of 
resources they need is unfair to them 
and very dangerous to our Nation’s in-
terests. We should reject the House 
language and provide adequate funding 
to support our troops until well into 
next year. 

I wish to end my remarks by thank-
ing and commending our chairman, Mr. 
BYRD, my dear friend. We have worked 
together in writing and negotiating 
these appropriations bills and this 
package that is coming before the Sen-
ate. I know we haven’t been able to 
agree on everything, but we have 
reached an accommodation so that we 
present this now at this point and urge 
its adoption. I thank all Senators who 
served with us on the committee for 
their diligent efforts. 

Last year, we had a large appropria-
tions train wreck. We do not want that 
again. It produced a large supplemental 
funding bill. But we brought together a 
bill this year, despite new rules and 
hard negotiations—renegotiations. I 
thank all our members for their hard 
work on both sides of the appropria-
tions committee, and I am happy we 
will be able to present this bill to the 
Senate. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank my 
able friend for his generous remarks, 
for his good work on the committee, 
and for his kind leadership. I wish for 
him and all his loved ones a very merry 
Christmas, in the old-time way. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for about 4 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE RETIREMENT OF DR. BILL 
HOGARTH 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, at the 
end of the year my good friend Dr. Bill 
Hogarth will be leaving his position as 
the leader of the National Marine Fish-
eries Service. Bill is the Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Fisheries for the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, and his departure will 
mark the end of a 6-year tenure in this 
post. 

Throughout Bill’s career with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, I 
have had many opportunities to work 
with him on Fisheries issues critical to 
the State of Alaska, to the Nation, and 
to international fisheries management 
organizations. Bill’s knowledge of our 
fisheries and commitment to science- 
based management have helped to con-
serve and rebuild many of our most im-
portant fish stocks, both domestically 
and internationally. 

Last January, the President signed 
our reauthorization bill for the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fisheries Conservation 
and Management Act, which mandates 
an end to overfishing by requiring fish-
eries management councils to adhere 
to science-based catch limits. As we 
wrote that legislation, my colleagues 
and I worked with Bill to ensure this 
goal would be met. His expert advice 
and insight into our Nation’s fisheries 
regulations proved to be indispensable. 

In Alaska, which has half the coast-
line of the United States and produces 
half of our Nation’s fisheries products, 
Bill has also demonstrated a firm com-
mitment to both conserving and sup-
porting our State’s fisheries. Under his 
tenure, the fisheries service has in-
vested in the scientific research and fa-
cilities that will enable sound con-
servation of Alaska’s fish stocks. Bill 
has also ensured effective implementa-
tion of all fisheries legislation impor-
tant to our State. 

Alaska native communities have also 
benefited under Bill’s leadership. He 
knows that the survival of our Alaskan 
villages relies on maintaining access to 
fisheries and marine mammals, and 
therefore Bill worked hard to ensure 
that this access is upheld. At this 
year’s meeting of the International 
Whaling Commission in Anchorage, 
during which Bill served as Commis-
sion Chairman, he secured the subsist-
ence bowhead whale quota for Alaska 
Native communities. This was a sig-
nificant victory at a contentious meet-
ing, and our communities owe Bill a 
debt of gratitude for his achievements. 

I am pleased that Bill will be remain-
ing on as Chairman of the Inter-
national Whaling Commission. I look 
forward to continuing to work with 
him in this capacity. This will build on 
his other achievements in the inter-
national arena—such as the Inter-
national Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas, where, as 

Chairman, he was at the forefront of 
the fight against illegal, unreported, 
and unregulated fishing—a serious 
threat to all global fish stocks. 

I thank Bill for his many years of 
service to our fisheries and fishing 
communities. I also thank him for his 
cooperation and friendship as we 
worked to achieve our common goals of 
fisheries sustainability. I think he has 
done a grand job for the Nation. I wish 
Bill and his wife, Mary, all the best in 
the future. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani-

mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent in advance if I exceed the 
10 minutes under morning business 
that I be allowed to continue unless a 
colleague comes here wishing to speak. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FISA REAUTHORIZATION AND 
TROOP FUNDING 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, we are in a 
little bit of a lull here before we reach 
the final conclusion of this session of 
this Congress. But much of the debate 
is revolving around two pieces of legis-
lation, one of which has been at least 
temporarily removed from the floor, 
the reauthorization of the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, and the 
other one which is critical for us to act 
upon before we can leave Washington, 
DC, and return to our home States, and 
that is the ability to fund the troops 
whom we have sent on missions abroad 
in places such as Afghanistan and Iraq. 

That funding has basically come to 
an end. The Defense Department has 
had to rob Peter to pay Paul, moving 
money from different accounts in the 
Defense Department in order to pay 
the ongoing effort of our troops. That 
is not the right way, the most efficient 
way, to ensure that our troops have 
what they need when they are fighting 
abroad. It is critical that we get the 
funding to the troops. The President 
has had a request out now for more 
than 10 months to try to get the fund-
ing on an emergency basis to them. 
Our minority leader will have an 
amendment later on this afternoon 
that will seek to add money to fund the 
troops, at least through sometime next 
spring. It is critical that we achieve 
that objective. That is the critical 
piece of business we have to attend to 
before we can leave. 

I thought, in connection with both of 
those national security issues, that 
some comments that our friend, the 
former Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Newt Gingrich, made 
back in September to the American 
Enterprise Institute were of special rel-
evance and we might well consider 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:53 Dec 19, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G18DE6.062 S18DEPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-15T09:26:22-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




